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Why Sentinel Lymph Node Biopsy Is Routine for Merkel Cell
Carcinoma
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[0 will my sentinel lymph node biopsy be done at the same time as the wide excision?

[0 Who reads the node pathology, and are MCC-specific immunostains used?

[J 1f the node is positive, will you recommend radiation, surgery to remove the nodes, or both?

[0 what are the risks of the procedure for me — lymphedema, numbness, seroma, wound issues?

[0 1f a biopsy is not recommended in my case, what is the reason, and how will you monitor the nodes
instead?

Medically reviewed by Steven Q. Wang, MD, Dermatology - Last reviewed September 2026
Educational use only — not a substitute for professional medical advice.



